NUMBER SENSE (updated 11/12/09)

Larry White - Number Sense Contest Director - texasmath@centex.net

UIL Test Comments — 2009-10

*** NOTE: See Off on a Tangent for information workshops and Student Activity Conferences ***

SAC --- > No errors or corrections reported
> NOTE: If you were unable to attend one of the Student Activity Conferences this past Fall,
you will want to read the SPECIAL SAC NOTE in the Off on a Tangent section.

A--->
B--->
District1--->
District2 - - - >
Regional --->
State - -->

TMSCA Test Comments — 2009-10 (tests | write for TMSCA)

#6 --->
#13 --- >
State - - ->

Off on a Tangent

Workshops and/or Presentations | will be doing this summer: (for more information contact me)
1. Capitol Conference in Austin on July 10 & 11 --- see UIL webpage for topics and schedule
2. NS-Calc-Math Workshop at North Central Texas College in Gainesville on July 16 --- students/coaches
3. NS-Calc-Math Workshop at Texas Tech University on Aug. 22 --- coaches only
4. Student Activity Conferences:
A. University of North Texas, Denton on Sept. 19
B. Texas Tech, Lubbock on Oct. 3
C. University of Texas, Austin on Oct. 17
D. Sam Houston State University, Huntsville on Oct. 31

Special Student Activity Conference (SAC) information -
Number Sense Session:
There will be a short summary of the contest followed by a Q&A period for any questions students or



coaches might have about the contest. (A handout with information, resources, and helpful hints will
be available for those beginning coaches who need this information.) After the Q&A, the students
will take the 10 minute 2009 SAC test then grade it. The remainder of the time will be spent going
over the test and discussing new problems and/or approaches to old problems for the upcoming
season.

Mathematics Session:
There will be a short summary of the contest followed by a Q&A period for any questions students or
coaches might have about the contest. (A handout with information, resources, and helpful hints will
be available for those beginning coaches who need this information.) After the Q&A, the students
will take the 20 minute 2009 SAC test then grade it. The remainder of the time will be spent going
over the test and discussing new problems and/or approaches to old problems for the upcoming
season.

Special Session:
You bring questions and we will find answers. Questions could include number sense shortcuts, math
problem solutions, practice and test taking strategies, etc.
A Blast from the Past — If time permits we will look back at some very old number sense tests.

Student Activity Conference Notes

Tests | am writing this year are: UIL SAC, TMSCA # 6, #12, & TMSCA State, UIL A, B, District 1,
District 2, Regional, and State.

Emphasis will be put on square roots.

Units from the past will be used and include rods, acres, pecks, bushels, etc.

Odious and Evil numbers will be added to the list of special types of numbers.

Problems involving truncating, rounding, and finding greatest integers will be used this year.

The use of proper set notation will be used.

{x| —1<x <3,wherex e {Reals}}

CAUTION: certain problems appearing later in the test can appear earlier on the future tests.

Good Luck! Work Hard! Play Fair! | am off on another tangent ...



